
“I’ve been thinking about trying to find 
some Christian people,”  one woman con-
fessed while visiting “First! Church of the Ulti-
mate High”. What struck me was that she 
said she used to be a Christian, but thought 
she wasn’t now because she can’t stop us-
ing drugs. 
 
“Maybe God is working on something else, 
something inside you,” I suggested. “Maybe 
He wants you to know how much He loves 
you, and then these other things can be healed 
through His love.” 
 
A few moments later she was crying in the 
arms of Barbara and Elsie, two of the loving 
women who provide soup for us. They are the 
kinds of Christian people she was thinking 
about.  
 
In the other room her friend was having some 
soup. A few hours later, we learned her friend 

had died from an overdose. 
 
“I don’t want to die out here,” says Jim , 
voicing the little spoken truth that we are in an 
urgent life and death struggle for the souls of 
men and women.  
 
“It will be a beautiful day when you stop us-
ing drugs,” I said to the 18-year-old on our 
step. “It sure will be beautiful to wake up and 
not need a fix,” her friend answered for both of 
them.  Then the usually sullen girl looked 
up, searched my eyes and smiled. The Son 
was shining—it was a break through moment 
as she began to trust us and our belief there is 
hope for her. 
 
If you would like to join with us, in prayer, in 
person, or by providing a pot of soup, please 
contact us at ultimate@streethope.org or call 
Rick at 885-3178. 

By Capt. Rick Sandberg 
 
One of the most exciting things I’ve experienced in 23 years in ministry is our new 
outreach to homeless drug users in the area around our Shoebox Place. 
 
“ First!  Church of the Ultimate High!”  runs three days a week from 3 to 6 pm. 
That’s when a few people gather to pray for our homeless neighbours and to invite 
them for homemade soup.  We are the part of “The Church” that meets at the 

Shoebox Place. 
 
For years we have literally stepped around people using drugs outside the Shoebox Place with lit-
tle interaction because we are mainly focused upon helping homeless teens. But God has put 
these other people in our hearts as well as our path, so we’re opening a door to them. 
 
Right away we noticed how many of our guests seem to need a place to share the burdens of their 
heart, and how many want to be encouraged to trust God’s grace in Christ. 
 
Below is a glimpse of the kinds of things that have been happening. 

Addicted neighbours visit, 
and get a taste of “Church”  



Most people who will read this know we only have 
one fulltime staffer, that’s me, Rick Sandberg, a 
Church Army evangelist. Together with some 
awesome volunteers, we practice a practical pas-
toral ministry to give hurt and wary people an ex-
perience of Immanuel — God with us. 
 
Following is a letter from an old friend who does a 
great job of describing the approach God has led-
StreetHope to take. My sincere thanks to 
Pauline.  -– Rick S. 

 
 

I was in church on Sunday and the speaker was 
talking about the key difference between the 
Pharisees and Jesus.  With a smile, he said, while 
we could probably come up with an extensive list, 
the most notable difference between the Phari-
sees and Jesus  was that the Pharisees expected 
the sinners to come to them whereas Jesus went 
ou t  t o  where  th e  s inne rs  were . 
  
This is how I see Rick's ministry.  He doesn't ex-
pect a suffering and lost person to arbitrarily 
wander into a church , he goes out to where they 
are.  This is how I have experienced Rick's minis-
try.  
 
About 17 or so years ago in the middle of a 
cold night I found his pager number in the phone 
book.  I had been involved with the street life for a 
little while and had been told by other Christian 
outreach workers I was a problem for whatever 

their reasons were.  Calling Rick that night was a 
last resort and the fact that he was listed as 
"Anglican" scared me as I feared further rejection, 
but I called anyway.  He called me back and we 
met the next morning.   
 
Over a four year period he stuck by me through a 
struggle with addiction and severe mental illness 
as I found my way off the street and into more and 
more stability.  The thing that struck me the most 
about Rick's help was that it was unconditional. 
He didn't expect me to change in ways according 
to his agenda and he didn't put pressure on me to 
become a Christian which at the time I was highly 
resistant to.  He really lived up to his motto to 
"preach the gospel and if necessary use 
words".   He modeled the love of Christ through 
the way he treated me, supported me uncondition-
ally and mostly, never judged me, which was new 
for me.   
 
Over the years we have kept in touch and he con-
tinues to support me without judgment.  Seven-
teen years later he got to see the seeds of Jesus' 
love he planted in my wounded heart come to har-
vest as this year I have finally come into rela-
tionship with the Lord .  I am grateful to Rick for 
his support and help over the years and most of 
all for his unique ability to wait on God's time-even 
up to 17 years.  (No, Rick is not paying me for 
this!)  I have offered to do this because I think it 
is an amazing story of how God works and 
how His time is not ours.  – Pauline. 

Thank You for Your Partnership!  
StreetHope.org is a faith ministry of  

The Church Army in Canada.  
All tax deductible donations should be made out to  

The Church Army in Canada and sent to:  

The Church Army 
105 Mountain View Rd. 
Saint John, NB  E2J 5B5 

email: info@churcharmy.com 
Church Army accounts and receipts all do-
nations and returns every dollar (and more) 
to Victoria for ministry here. 

                            
                            930 Mason St.  

                                    Victoria BC V8T 3A9   
 
Website :  www.StreetHope.org  
Email :  Info@streethope.org 
Street Chaplain : rick@streethope.org 
                           Ph. 885-3178   

Shoebox Info :  Bunny@streethope.org 
Soup Info:  abstoeckel@shaw.ca 

 

Instead of a Christmas Dinner for homeless teens 
this year we are having an open house for the 
week before Christmas to give our friends a place 
to get a sense of how big a deal Christmas really 
is! 
 
We are extending our hours to open from 1 to 6 

pm, and inviting our friends from Ultimate High to 
come from 3 to 6. 
 
Plans include having a tree, decorations, videos, 
special treats, gifts and good food. If you’d like to 
help out, please give us a call at the contact num-
bers below. 

Jesus is the Reason for the Season 
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